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1. Site visits since December 2010:  March 4 and 16, April 15, June 3, 7, 13, 15, 21, and 23.  Mr. Al Buzzard generously volunteered on most of these dates, while UNCW graduate student Brad Parnell assisted with plot sampling in June. 
2. Plot Maintenance:  All controls and exclosures were visited and any needed repairs completed by April 15.   
3. Oak Seedling Propagation:  Of all 214 oak seedlings planted last year, an April survey found that only 58 survived – 37 in control plots and 21 in exclosures.  The higher survivorship in control plots continues to be unexpected.  Another crop of seedlings has been propagated at the island garden center and will be planted later in the summer or fall to avoid the current drought conditions.  
4. Light Levels:  Appropriate lens and camera body have been purchased.  A graduate student of Dr. Long plans to work on this project during the summer. 
5. Age Determination:  Cores were taken and annual rings counted from five sand laurel oaks and a live oak found outside the 20 plots.  Ages of these trees ranged 29 to 58 years (live oak being the latter); mean of 40 years (standard deviation of 10.68).  Of 17 trees sampled within the 20 plots, ages ranged from 23 years to 73 years with a mean of 46 years (standard deviation of 13.93).  Although all trees sampled were small enough in diameter to be cored with a standard borer (i.e., 25cm), some larger laurel oaks were observed elsewhere in the woods; however, the largest canopy species were live oaks, but their age could not be determined due to coring limitations and likely heartwood deterioration (e.g., Timmons oak).
6. Sampling of Vegetative Plots:  For comparison to Dr. Brewer’s 2006 data, resampling has begun on controls and associated exclosures.  Thus far, six of the 20 plots have been completed.

Subsequent Work:  Although funding for the coming year was not provided by the Village of Bald Head Island, completion of all plot sampling is the summer 2011 goal.  The Bald Head Island Conservancy is kindly providing ferry tickets.  Also, investigations concerning seedling survival and forest light levels will continue.  
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